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Eph 3:20 Now unto him that is ableto  John 3:14 And as Moses lifted up the The LIFE of God sharpens its own
do exceeding abundantly above all serpent in the wilderness, even so expression

that we ask or think, according to the must the Son of man be lifted up: 2536623 A1 vell Snchly my art o
power that worketh in us, 15 That whosoever believeth in him the heathen shall knov: that T am the LORD ath the
21 Unto him be glory in the church by should not perish, but have eternal L:rffi. hen vl st o e
Christ Jesus throughout all ages, life.

world without end. Amen. Mt 5:16 Let your light 5o shine before men, that they

Heb 12:12 Wherefore lft up the hands which hang od woiks, and glorfy youx: Father

dovin, and the feeble knees;

13 And make straight paths for your feet, lest that
which is lame be tumed out of the way; but let it
rather be healed.
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UNIVERSITY.
re.  During the last 50 years. since the publication of the book Questions on Doctrine. the Seventh-day
Adventist Church has discussed. even debated. the implications of the human nature of Christ. One
of the major questions as been: How similar or different from our human nature was Christ's
humanity? Although debates have subsided in the last decade or so. at times the discussion on this
subject remains intense.

After speaking at a church recently, I was
approached by a woman who identified
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Human Nature and the Christian

Marc A. Clauson

Cedarville University, elavsonm@cedarville.edu

Theologians and church members have lined themselves along three major theological lines. On the
John 1:14 The Word became flesh an onc hand there arc those who emphasize that Christ's human nature was identical to ours. This
glory of the One and Only, who came from t postlapsarian position emphasizes that Christ's human nature inherited the weaknesses of
= - humankind since the fall of Adam and Eve. Included in these inherited weaknesses are the
— A1 - possibility for Christ to yield to temptation and to be tempted from within himself, that his
Hebrews 2:14-15 [14] Since the chi _ - & 1r Lo fed by sin and predisposed to sin from birth. Yet, by abiding in the Father,
so that by his death he might destroy him W Cyyist never yielded to any temptation whether from without or from within himself. Hence, he is
free those who all their lives were held in sla ot only our perfect Redeember, he is also our perfect example. If Christ did not have an inner
predisposition to sin. like we have, then he could not be our example in the victory over sin and, of
Note 1: The denial of the reality of Christ's greater consequence. he had an advantage over us: his humanity would therefore be different from
ours. In this camp we find the following theologians: Robert J. Wicland. Donald K. Short. Dennis
Priebe, Jean Zurcher. Ralph Larson

The humanity of Christ refers to the reality that in his incarnation, the Son of
God assumed a complete human nature with all its limitations (but without in
any way surrendering his divinity), so that he might serve as humanity’s
representative, substitute, and example.

SUMMARY

In his incarnation, the Son of God assumed a complete human nature—body,

soul, mind, and will—into personal union with himself. He did not assume a

. . . distinct human person, since he is already a divine person, but rather he gave
Another group of people, mainly the theologians who compiled the book Questions on Doctrine.

emphasized that Christ took Adam's sinless human nature before the fall. This prelapsarian position
argues that in Christ there was no sin. sither inherited or cultivated. as is common to all other
human beings. The fallen nature Christ took upon himself was taken vicariously. in order to redeem
us: it was not his intrinsically or innately. Just like he bore our sins. he also bore our nature. In this
group we have the following theologians: Roy Allan Anderson and W. E. Read. Few people still
hold this view as most prelapsarian proponents now belong to the third group.

A third group of theologians and church members emphasize that although Christ's nature was fully
human and that he could yicld to temptations. Christ did not inherit our inner inclinations and
predispositions to sin. He could sin. and he was tempted to sin, but all his temptations came from
outside of himself as was the case with Adam and Eve before the fall. This prelapsarian position
holds that a predisposition to sin is not inherant to humanity and that Christ as the second Adam
could not have any inner tendency to sin. To have such tendencics would mean his nature was
corrupted and he would also need a Savior. It is argued that to not have an inner predisposition to
sin is not an advantage over us since Christ's temtations were far more difficult to overcome than

personhood to the human nature that he assumed. As a human, Jesus
experienced all the ordinary, non-sinful limitations of humanity. He grew and
developed. He experienced hunger, thirst, weariness, and the full range of
human emotions. His humanity was as integral to his saving work as his
divinity. As the true human, the last Adam, he lived out obedience to God
through our common humanity as our representative and substitute: through
his life, death, and resurrection, he merits salvation for all who are united to
him by faith. As a human, he also serves as our example, providing a model for

true human obedience.


https://www.amazingfacts.org/media-library/book/e/18/t/christ-s-human-nature
https://digitalcommons.cedarville.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1164&context=history_and_government_publications
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/essay/the-humanity-of-christ/
https://www.crossway.org/articles/are-there-differences-between-christs-humanity-and-ours/
https://www.whatthebibleteaches.com/wbt_150.htm
https://www.andrews.edu/~fortind/EGWNatureofChrist.htm
https://coldcasechristianity.com/writings/what-does-christianity-say-about-the-nature-of-humans/

1:1 In many and various ways God spoke
of old to our fathers by the prophets; 2
but in these Tast days he has spoken 1o
us by a Son, whom he appointed the heir
of all things, through whom also he cre-
ated the world. 3 He reflects the glory of
God and bears the very stamp of his na-
ture, upholding the universe by his word
of power. When he had made purification
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of
the Majesty on high, 4 having become
as much superior (o angels as the name he
has obtained is more excellent than theirs,

5 For to what angel did God ever say,
*“Thou art my Son, today I have begotten
thee™ Or again, 1 will be to him a fa-
ther, and he shall be 1o me a son"? 6 And
again, when he brings the first-bom into
the world, he says, “Let all God's angels
worship him,” 7 Of the angels he says,

*“Who makes his angels winds, and his ser-
vants flames of fire.” 8 But of the Son he
says, Ty throne, O God, is for cver and
ever, the righteous scepter is the scepter
of thy kingdom. 9 Thou hast loved righ-
teousness and hated lawlessness; therefore
God, thy God, has anointed thee with the
ol of gladness beyond thy comrades.” 10
And, “Thou, Lord, didst found the carth
in the beginning, and the heavens are the
work of thy hands; 11 they will perish,
but thou remainest; they will all grow old
like a garment, 12 like a mantle thou wilt
roll them up, and they will be changed,
But thou art the same, and thy years will
never end.” 13 But to what angel has he

thy enemie
they not all ministering spirits sent forth
10 serve, for the sake of those who are 1o
obtain salvation?

2:1 Therefore we must pay the closer a
tention to what we have heard, lost we
drift away from it. 2 For if the message
declared by angels was valid and every
transgression or disobedicnce r
just retribution, 3 how shall we
we negleet such a great salvation?
declared at first by the Lord, and it was
attested 1o us by those who heard him, 4
while Giod also bore witness by signs and
wonders and various miracles and by gifls
of the Holy Spirit distributed according 10

The Epis

brethren in every respect, so that he might
become a merciful and faithful high priest
in the servies of God, 1o make expiation
for the sins of the people. 18 For be
he himself has suffered and been tempted,
he is able to help those who are tempted

1, who share in
he apostle
d high priest of our confession. 2 He
was fashiul o him who appointed him,
Just as Moses also was faithful in God's
house. 3 Yet Jesus has been counted wor-
thy of as much more glory than Moses i
the builder of a house has morc honor than
the house, 4 (For every house is built by
some one, but the builder of all things
God.) 5 Now Moses was faithful in
God's house as a servant, o testify to
things that were to be spoken later, 6
Christ was fuithful over God's house o
son. And we are his house if we hold £
our confidence and pride in our hope.

7 Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says, **
day, when you hear his voice, 8 do
harden your hearts as in the reb
the day of testing in the wildemess,
where your fathers put me 10 tgglest i
saw my works for forty years 4 The
fore 1 was provoked with thatffnerati
and said, “They always go uffay in th
hearts; they have not knowndlly ways.”
As Iswore inmy wrath, *Jify shall ne
enter my rest.™ 12 Taifcare, brethr
lest there be in any offffou an evil, 1
|w||un|L| , Teadigfyou 1o fall aw
from the living Godf3 But exhort ¢
another every day, i long as it is cal
“today,” that nong®r you may be ha
ened by the decglfulness of sin. 14 |
we share in Chrfll if only we hold our
confidence firglo the end, 15 while i
said, “Today fhen you hear his v
ot harden yffr hearts as in the rebellio

16V ¢ they that heard and yet w
rebelliouglf Was it not all those who |
Egypt ufffer the leaders!

And ylfh whom was he provoked fo
yeargWas it not with those who sinn
whelll bodies fell in the wildemess?

Agfifto whom did he swear tha they sho

fffer enter his rest, but 1o those who w

obedient? 19 S0 we see that they W
inable o enter because of unbelief.

5 For it was not 1o angels that God sub
ted the world 1o come, of which we ard
speaking, 6 It has been testificd some:
where, “What is man that thou art mindfu
of him, or the son of man, that thou car
ot for him? 7 Thou didst make him o
o litle while lower than the angels, thou
Jrast crowned him with glory and honor,
Jputting everything in subjection under his
icct.” Now in putting everything in subjec
o to him, he left nothing outside his con-
1. As it is, we do not yet see
in subjection 1o him. 9 But we see lesus
who for a little while was made lower tha
he angels, crowned with glory and honor
Ibecause of the suffering of death, %o that
by the grace of God he might taste deatl
for cvery one,

4:1 Thercfore, while the promise of enter-
ing his rest remains, let us fear lest any of
you be judged to have failed to reach it. 2
For good news came to us just as to them;
but the message which they heard did not
benefit them, because it did not meet with
th in the hearcrs. 3 For we who have
believed enter that rest, as he has said, “As
1 swore in my wrath, “They shall never
nter my rest,”™ although his works were
finished from the foundation of the world
4 For he has somewhere spoken of the
seventh day in this way, “And God rested
on the seventh day from all his works." 5
And again in this place he said, “They shall
never enter my rest.” 6 Since therefore it
remains for some to enter it, and those who
formerly received the good news failed to
enter hecause of disobedience, 7 again he

10 For it was fitting that he, for whom

and by whom all things exist, in bringing
puld make the pio
EI Lrfiect through su

ifies and those

ve all one origin

¥ he T ot dshamed o call them

sets a certain day, “Today.” saying through
David so long afterward, in the words al-
ready quoted, “Today, when you hear his
voice, do not harden your hearts.” 8 For
if Joshua had given them rest, God would
not speak later of another day. 9 So then,
there remains a sabbath rest for the people
of God; 1) for whoever enters God's rest
gs from his |

& then we have a great high priest
H bt X

sus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our
confession, 15 For we have not a high
priest who is unable to sympathize with
our weaknesses, but one who in every
ot has been tempted as we are, yet
without sin. 16 Let us then with confi-
dence draw near to the throne of grau
that we may receive merey and find grace

5:1 For every high priest chosen from
among men is appointed 1o act on behalf’
of men in relation to God, to offer gifls
and sacrifi
tly with the ignorant and wayward, since
he himsell is besct with weakness. 3 Be-

in which it is impossible that
prove false, we who have fled for refuge
might have strong encouragement to seize
the hope set before us. 19 We have this
as o sure and steadfast anchor of the soul,
a hope that enters info the inner shrine be
hind the curtain, 20 where Jesus has gone
forcrunner on our behalf, having be-
come a high priest for ever after the order
of Melchizedek

as 4

7:1 For this Melehizedek, king of Salem,

stle to the E

show more convineingly (o the heirs of the

daily, first for his own sins and then for
those of the peaple: he did this once for all
when he offered up himself, 28 Indeed,
the law appoints men in their weakness
as high priests, but the word of the oath,
which came later than the law, appoints o
Son who has been made perfect for ever

81 Now the point in what we are saying
i this: we have such i high priest, one who
s seated at the right hand of the throne of
the Majesty in heaven, 2 a minister in the
sanctuary and the true tent which is set up
not by man but by the Lord. 3 For every
high priest is appointed 1o offer gifls and
sacrifices; hence it is necessary for this

~ D))
= 5
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of goats and calves but his own blood, thus
securing an etemal redemption. 13 For if
the sprinkling of defiled persons with the
blood of goats and bulls and with the ash-
e of'a heifer sanctifies for the purification
of the flesh, 14 how much more shall the
blood of Christ, who through the etermal
Spirit offered himself without blemish to
God, purify your conscience from dead
works (0 serve the living God,

15 Therefore he is the mediator of
covenant, so that those who are called may
receive the promised cternal inheritan
since a death has occurred which redeems
them from the transgressions under the

BREWS

perfected for all time those who are sanc-
tified. 15 And the Holy Spirit also bears
witness (o us; for after saying, 16 “This
is the covenant that I will make with them
after those days, says the Lord: | will put
hearts, and write them
17 then he adds, “1 will
remember |I|u| sins and their misdeeds no
more.” 18 Where there is forgiveness of
these, there is no longer any offering for
sin.

19 Therefore, brethren, since we have
confidence 1o enter the sanctuary by the
blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living
way which he opened for us through the

8 By faith

Abraham obeyed when he

.
went out, not knowing where he was to
th e sojourned in the land
as in a foreign land, living in
tents with Isa ob, heirs with him
of the same promise. 10 For he looked
forward to the city which has foundations,
whose builder and maker is God. 11 By
faith Sarah herself received power o con-
ceive, even when she was past the age,
since she considered him faithful who had
promised. 12 Therefore from one m
and him as good as dead, were bom de-
scendants as many as the stans of heayen

and mountains, and in dens and caves of’

the carth,

39 And all these, the

h well attested by
ve what was prom-

d, 40 since God had foreseen some-
thing better for us, that apart from us they
should not be made per

12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded
by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us
also lay aside every weight, and sin which
25 80 closely, and let us run with per

severance the race that is set before us, 2
looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter
of our faith, who for the joy that was set

has been made, in order that what cannot
be shaken may remain, 28 Therefore let
s be grateful for receiving a kingdom that
cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to
God aceeptable worship, with revere
and awe; 29 for our God is a consuming
fire

13:1 Let brotherly love continue. 2 Donot
neglect 1o show hospitality to strangers,
for thereby some have entertained angels
unawares. 3 Remember those who are in
prison, as though in prison with them; and
those who are ill-treated, since you also
are in the body. 4 Let marriage be held
in honor among all, and let the marriage

Heb 2:5 For it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we
are speaking. 6 It has been testified somewhere, "What is man that thou art mindful
of him, or the son of man, that thou carest for him? 7 Thou didst make him for a
little while lower than the angels, thou hast crowned him with glory and honor, 8
putting everything in subjection under his feet." Now in putting everything in
subjection to him, he left nothing outside his control. As it is, we do not yet see
everything in subjection to him. 9 But we see Jesus, who for a little while was made
lower than the angels, crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of
death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for every one.

not laying again a foundation of repen-
 from dead works and of Faith toward
God, 2 with instruction about ablutions,
the laying on of hands, the resurrection
of the dead, and eternal judgment. 3 And
we will do if God permits, 4 For it
s impossible (o restore again to repen-
tance those who have once been enlight-
ened, who have tasted the heavenly gifl,
and have become partakers of the Holy
Spirit, 5 and have tasted the goodness of
the word of God and the powers of the age
to come, 6 if they then commit apostasy,
since they crucify the Son of God on their
own account and hold him up to contempt
7 For land which has drunk the rain that
often falls upon it, and brings forth veg-
etation useful to those for whose sake it is
cultivated, receives a blessing from God
8 But if it bears thoms and thistles, it is
worthless and near to heing cursed; its end
i# 10 be bumed.

9 Though we speak thus, yet in your case,
'xln\uL we feel sure of hetter things that
belong to salvation. 10 For God is not

50 unjust as to overlook your work and
the Tove which you showed for his sake
11

i T ) B
endured, obtained the promise. 16 Men
indeed swear by a greater than themselves,
and in all their disputes an oath is final for

. 17c o ot o

sarily o change in the law as well. 13 For
the one of whom these things are spoken
belonged to another tribe, from which no
onc has ever served f the altar, 14 For
it is evident that our Lord was descended
from Judah, and in connection with that
tribe Moses said nothing about priests,

15 "This becomes even more evident
when another priest arises in the likeness
of Melchizedek, 16 who has hesome a
priest, not according to a legal require-
ment conceming bodily descent but by the
power of an indestructible life. 17 For it
is witnessed of him, *“Thou art a priest for
ever, after the order of Melchizedek.” 18
On the one hand, a former commandment
is set aside because of its weakness and
usclessness 19 (for the law made nothing
perfect); on the other hand.  better hope is
introduced, through which we draw near
10 God

20 And it was not without an oath. 21
Ihose who formerly became priests twok
their office without an oath, but this one
was addressed with an oath, “The Lord has
swom and will not changg his mind, “Thou
ant a priest for ever.”™ 22 This makes Je-
sus the surety of a better covenant

23 The former priests were ma
ber, hecause they were prevented by death
from continuing in office; 24 but he holds
his priesthood permanently, because he
continues for ever. 25 Consequently he
is able for all time to save thase who draw
near 10 God through him, sinee he always
lives to make intercession for them.

Y in num-

£3

26 For it was fitting that we should have
such a high priest, holy, blameless, un-
stained, separated from sinners, exalted
above the | e has no need,
i i z

first as obsolete. And what is becoming
obsolete and growing old is ready 1o van-
ish away

9:1 Now even the first covenant had regu-
lations for worship and an earthly sanctu-
ary. 2 For a tent was prepared, the outer
one, in which were the lampstand and the
table and the bread of the Presence; it is
called the Holy Place. 3 Behind the sec-
ond curtain stood a tent called the Holy of
Holies, 4 having the golden altar of in-
cense and the ark of the covenant covered
on all sides with gold, which contained a
golden um holding the manna, and Aar-
on's rod that budded, and the tables of the
covenant; S above it were the cherubim
of glory overshadowing the mercy seat
Of these things we cannot now speak in
detail,

6 These peeparations having thus been
made, the priests go continually into the
outer tent, performing their ritual dutics;
7 but into the seeond only the high priest
os, and he but once a year, und not with-
out taking blood which he offers for him-
self and for the errors of the people. §
By this the Holy Spirit indicates that the
way ifto the sanctuary is not yet opened
s long as the outer tent is still standing
) (which is symbolic for the present
According to this arrangement, gifts and
sacrifices are offered which cannot perfiect
the conseience of the worshiper, 1) but
deal only with food and drink and various
ablutions, regulations for the body im-
posed until the time of reformation,

11 But when Christ appeared as a high
priest of the good things that
then through the greater and more perfect
tent (not made with hands, that is, not of
this creation) 12 he entered once for all
Gt ohn Hah Wt

ered once to bear the sins of many, wil

appear a second time, not to deal with sin
but 10 save those who are cagerly waiting
for him,

10:1 For since the law has but a shadow
of the good things to come instead of the
true form of these realities, it can nev
by the same sacrifices which are continu-
ally offered yoar after year, make perfect
thase who draw near. 2 Othenwise, would
they not have ceased to be offered? If the
worshipers had once been cleansed, they
would no longer have any consciousness
of in. 3 But in these sacrifices there is
a reminder of sin year after year. 4 For it
is impossible that the blood of bulls and
goats should take away sins.

5 Consequently, when Christ came into
the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offer-
ings thou hast not desired, but a body hast
thou prepared for me; 6 in burnt offer-
ings and sin offerings thou hast taken no
pleasure, 7 Then I s o, I have come
1o do thy will, O God," as it is written of
me in the roll of the book.” & When he
said abov Thou hast neither desired
nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offe
ings and bumt offerings and sin offerings
(these are offered according (o the law), 9
then he added, “Lo, 1 have come to do thy
will” He abolishes the first in order to es-
tablish the second. 10 And by that will we
have been sanctified through the offering
of the body of Jesus Christ once for all

11 And every priest stands daily at his
service, offering repeatedly the same sacri-
fices, which can never take away sins, 1
But when Christ had offered for all time
single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the
right hand of God, 13 then to wait until
his enemies should be made a stool for his

[y o

accepted the plundering of your property,
since you knew that you yourselves had

bmu possession and an abiding one

herefore do not throw away your confi-
lm which has u great reward. 36 For
you have need of endurance, 5o that you
may do the will of God and receive what
s promised. 37 “For yet a liule while,
and the coming one shall come and shall
wot tarry; 38 but my rightcous onc shall
live by fuith, and if he shrinks back, my
soul has no pleasure in him.” 39 But we
are not of those who shrink back and are
destroyed, but of those who have faith and
Keep their souls

11:1 Now faith is the assurance of things
hoped for, the convie r
scen. 2 For by it the n
divine approval. 3 By faith we understand
that the world was created by the word of
God, 50 that what is seen was made out of
things which do not appear.

4 By faith Abel offered to God a more
acrifice than Cain, through
ed approval as rightcous,
God bearing witness by accepting his
gifts; he died, but through his faith he is
still speaking. 5 By faith Enoch was tak-
en up o that he should not see death; and
e was not found, bocause God had taken
him. Now before he was taken he was at-
tested as having pleased God. 6 And with-
out faith it is impossible to please him, For
whoever would draw near 10 God must
believe that he exists and that he rewards
those who seek him. 7 By faith Noah, be-
ing warned by God conceming events ay
vet unseen, 100k heed and constructed an
ark for the saving of his houschold; by this
he condemned the world and became an
eir of the righteousness which comes by
faith.

e
edict. 24 By fuith Moses, when he was
grown up, refused to be called the son of
Pharaoh’s d 25 choosing rather to
share ill-treatment with the people of God
than to enjoy the flecting pleasures of sin,
26 He considered abuse suffered for the
Christ greater wealth than the treasures of
Egypt, for he looked to the reward, 2
faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the
anger of the king; for he endured us seeing
him who s invisible, 28 By faith he kept
the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so
that the Destroyer of the first-born might
not touch them

ghicr,

29 By faith the people crossed the Red
Sea as if on dry land; but the Egyptians,
when they attempted to do the same, were
drowned. 30 By faith the walls of Jericho
fiell down after they had been encircled for
seven days. 31 By faith Rahab the harlot
did ot perish with those who were dis-
obedient, hecause she had given friendly
welcome to the spies.

And what more shall I say? For time
would fail me o tell of Gideon, Barak,
Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel
and the prophets-- 33 who through faith
conquered kingdoms, enforeed justice, re-
ceived promises, stopped the mouths of

lions, 34 quenched raging fire, escaped
the edge of the sword, won strength out of
Weakness, becam in war, put for-

cign aries to flight, 35 Women received
their dead by resurrection, Some were tor-
fusis that they
36 Others
sullered mocking and scounging, and even
chains and imprisonment, 37 They were
stoned, they were sawn in 1wo, they were
Killed with the sword; they went uluml
in skins of sheep and goats, dex
Mited, ill-trateds- 38 of who the \\mld

with all men, and for the holiness without
which no one will see the Lord. 15 See
to it that no ene fail to obtain the grace
of God; that no “root of bitterness™ spring.
up and cause trouble, and by it the many
become defiled; 16 that no one be im-
moral or irreligious like Esau, who sold
his birthright for a single meal. 17 For
you know that afterward, when he desired
1o inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for
he found no chance to repent, though he
sought it with tears.

18 For you have not come to what may he
touched. a blazing fire, and darkness, and
gloom, and a tempest, 19 und the sound
of a trumpet, and a voice whose words
made the hearers entreat that no further
messages be spoken to them, 20 For they
could not endure the order that was given,
“IF even a beast touches the mountain, it
shall be stoned.” 21 Indeed, so terrifying
wa the sight that Moses said, “1 tremble
with fear” 22 But you have come to
Mount Zion and 1o the ity of the living
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to in-
numerable angels in festal gathering, 23
and 1o the assembly of the first-born who
are enrolled in heaven, and to a judge who
s God of all, and to the spirits of just men
made perfect, 24 and to Jesus, the

tor of a new covenant, and to 1
blood that speaks more graciously than
the blood of Abel,

25 Soe that you do not refuise him wheo s
speaking. For if they did not escape when
they refused him who wamed them on
carth, much less shall we escape if wo re-
ject him who wams from heaven. 26 His
voice then shook the earth; but nos ho has
promised, “Yet once more T will shake not
only the earth but also the heaven
“This phrase, “Yet once more,”

them do this joyfully, and not sadly. for
that would be of no advantage to you

18 Pray for us, for we are sure that we
have a clear conscience, desiring to act
honorably in all things. 19 1 urge you the
more camestly 1o do this in order that |
may be restored 10 you the sooner.

20 Now may the God of peace who
brought again from the dead our Lord Jo-
sus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the
blood of the ctenal covenant, 21 equip
you with everything good that you may
do his will, working in you that which is
pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ
to whom be glory for ever and cver.
Amen

22 1 appeal to you, brethren, bear with
my word of exhortation, for I have writ-
0 10 you briefly. 23 You should under-
stand that our brother Timothy has heen
released, with whom I shall see you if he
comes soon. 24 Greet all your leaders and
all the saints, Those who come from Italy
send you greetings. 25 Grace be with all
of you. Amen

Hebrews RSV
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THE HOUSE OF GOD
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Pre-creation Eternity
God'’s Purpose in Creation
Physical order=Expression & Participation

Eph 14 even as he chose us n ham
bedore the foundation of the world

New Covenant Details The

Jer. 31.33
Ex 36.22-28; 37.24-28

Eze 36:22 "Therefore say to the house of Israel,
Thus says the Lord GOD: It is not for your sake, O
house of Israel, that | am about to act, but for the
sake of my holy name, which you have profaned
ammg m naﬁms to radinks seni s 1T A ad |l

ras beenprotanea: Tells us ahead of tim
What he is going to do

which you have pr

nations will know th
Lord GOD, when thr
holiness before thei

25 | will sprinkle clea
and you shall be dear
uncleannesses, and fr s
will cleanse you. 26 A new heart | will give
you, and a new spirit | will put within you;
and | will take out of your flesh the heart of
stone and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And
I will put my spirit within you, and cause
you to walk in my statutes and be
careful to observe my ordinances.

Eze 37:27 My dwelling place shall be with
them; and | will be their God, and they shall
be my people. 28 Then the nations will
know that | the LORD sanctify Israel, when
my sanctuary is in the midst of them for
evermore.”

in making His House!
How he is going to do it!

Prophetic Foundational

Sources 077

fd 1:12 giving thanks to

Father has qualified us - e wo e

qualified us to share b
the inheritance of the
saints in Nght.

sprinkle clean water upon you

clean from all your uncleannesses

all your idols I will cleanse you

ol

put within you

give you a heart of flesh
put my spirit within you
cause you to walk in my statutes

be careful to observe my ordinances

>

God'’s Eternal Purpose Finished

Eph 39 and to make all men see what is he plan of
the mystery hidden ©rages n God who croated all
things, 10 that through the church he manibid wisdom
of God might now ba made known 10 the prncipaites
and powers in the heavenly places. 11 This was
according to the eternal purpose which he has
realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we
have boldnoss and confidence of access firough our

LINK
God Indwelling His House

1Jo 1:1 That which was from fe beginning, which we have heard,
which we hawe soon with cur eyes, which we have looked upon and
buched with our hands, concerning the word of ife— 2 the ife was
made mandest, and we saw i, and Bs#fy b &, and prockim to you the
ctornal e which was with the Father and was made manifest b us~
3 hat which we have sean and heard we prociaim also 10 you, S0 that
you may have felowshp with us; and our fellowshp 5 with the Father
and with his Son Jesus Clrist. 4 And we am writing this that our joy
may ba complete.

Tells us ahead of time :

Tells us BEFORE & AFTER :
What he is going to do

in making His House!
r flesh the heart of stone How he is going to do it!

BIRTHING HIMSELF

How WE ARE TO PARTICIPATE!
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* LINK

First Warning
2:1-4

Pay closer attention
Drift away
No escape

I Therefore we mus pay the claser attention to
what we have heard, lest we drifi away from it.

2 Far if the mesage declared by angelk was vahd
amd every transgression or disobed ence recemved
a just retribution, 3 how shall we escape if we
neglect such a great salvationT [t was declaned at
First by the Lord, and it was atteded to s by
those who heard hon, 4 while God also bore
witmess by 5igns and woncders and vanious
mirackes and by gifis of the Haly Spirit
ditibuied scoondmg to hisown will.

Five Warning Sections

Second Warning
3:7-4:13

Enter by faith
Unbelief & Disobedience
Shall not enter

7 Therefore, as the Haly Spint says, "Today, when you hear
his voice, & do nothanden your hearis 2 in the rebellion, m
the day of testing in the wiklemess, ®where your fathers put
me tothe estand saw my works for forty years 1 Therefone
T was provodkoed with that generation, and sxid, They ahways
goasiray in their hearts; they have not known my ways”

11 As 1 swore in my wrath, They shall never enter my rest ™
12 Take care, hrethren, lest there be m any of you anevil,
unbelieving heart, leading youto fall away from the living
(iod 13 Bat exhort one another every day, a5 long asit i
called "today,” that none of you many be herdened by the
dectfulnes of an. 14 For we share m Christ, if only we
halkd owr fird confidence form tothe end, 15 while it & swid,
*Taday, when you hear his vaice, do not handen your hearts
a5 i the rehellion.” [6 Who wene they that heard and yet
were rehel hous? Was it notall those wholeft Egypt under
the lesdershipof Moses? 17 And with whom was he
provoled fionty years? Was itnot with those who simmed,
whse hadies fell m the wildeme=7 15 And 1o whom didhe
swear that they should never enter his rest, but i thease whao
ware disobedient? I'? 50 we see that they were unahle in
emier hecase af unhelief. 4:1 Therefore, while the promise
of entermy his resd remains, let us fear kstany of you he
Judged i hawve fadled to reach it 2 For good news came to
s jusi as toithem; but the mesage which they heard did not
henefit them, because it did nod mest with Gith inthe
hesers. 3 For we whohave helieved enter that rest, as he
has sakl, " As | swore in my wrath, They shall never enfer
mmry rest,™ although his works were finished fom the
foundation of the workl. #For he hes somewhene spoken of
the seventh day i this way, " And God resied on the seventh
day from all his works.” 5 Andagam m this place he saxd,
“They shallnever enter my resi™ & Since therefone it
memains fir same (o enter it, and those whao formersty
received the gnad news failal toenter becase of
disobedience, Tagam he sets & certam day, "Today,” saying
through David so long afierwarnd, in the wonds abready
quited, “Today, when you hear his voioe, donot harden your
haert= ® ¥ Forif kshus hed given them rest, God would not
speak Ider of another day. %50 then, there remams &
sabhath rest for the people of God; 1 for whoever enters
Cluoel's resd also ceases from his labors as (od did from his
11 Let us themefiore sirive io enter that rest, that no one fall by
the same sort of dschedience. 12 For the word of Gaod =
living and active, sharper than any twoeedged swond,
piercing i the division of soul and spint, of jpnts and
mmarnow, and disceming the thoughts and mientions of the
hert. I3 And before him no oreature 15 hidden, bad all are
apen amnd lxid hare to the eyes of him with whom we have to
da

Third Warning
5: 11-6:20

On to perfection
Sloth & Apostasy

No renewal unto repentance

11 Aboutthis we have much io sy which is hard to explain,
since youhave become dull of hearing. 1.2 For though by
ihis tme you ought i be eschers, you need some ane o
teach you again the first primciples of God's word. You need
milk, not solid focd; I3 for every one who lives on milk i
umskilled in the word of rghtemusnes, for he & a child.

T4 But solud foad & for dhe mature, for those who have ther
facuties traimned by practics o distmguish good from evil.
fiz] Therefor ket s leave the elementary doctrine of Christ
and go on io matrity, not ying again a foundation of
repentmnce from desd works and of fadth woward God, 2 with
imstructon about ahlubions, the laying on of hands, the
resumection of the desd, and etermal judgment. 3 And this
we will do if (God pemits.  For it & impessible io nestone
again in repentance thase who have once heen enlightened,
wha have tasied the heavenly @fi, and have heoome
partkers of the Haly Spinit, § and have tesied the goodnes
af the word of (God and the powers of the age o come, & if
thery then commit apadasy, since they crud fy the Son of God
am their own account and hold him up to contempt. 7 For
lamd which has dnmk the rain that ofien falls wpon it, and
hrings forth vepstation useful tothose fior whose sake it &
culivated, receives a hlesng from God & Bat if #t hears
thorms and thisfles, it & worthles and near i being cursed;
its end istobe bumed ¥ Though we speak this, yetin your
e, hdoved, we fieel sure of hetier things that belong to
salvation. [0 For Gaod & not so mjus &= fo overlook your
wirk and the love which you showed for his sale m serving
the sainis, as you ill da. 1T And we desine each one of you
toshow the same camesiness in raliring the full suance
af hope until the end, 12 soihst you may not be sluggish,
bt mmatstors af thase who through faith and patience inherit
the prommises. 3 For when God msde & promi s to Abrsham,
since he had no mne greater by whom i swear, he swore by
himself, 14 =ying, "Surely I will hless you and mulply
yaou” 15 Amd thus Abraham, having petiently enduned,
obtaned the promise. 1 Men mdeed swear by a greater
than themse]ves, and in 2l their dispuies an outh is fimal for
confimmation. 17 S0 when God desined to show mare
comvnangly tothe hers of the promise the unchangeahle
characier of his pureee, he interposed with an oath, 18 so0
that through two unchangeshle things, in which it &s
impossihle that God should prove false, we who have fled for
refuge might have swong encoursgement toseie the hope
setheforeus. 9 We have this a5 a sure and seadfastanchor
af the soul, a hope that enters mio the inner shrine behind the
curtxin, 20 where Jes has gone a5 a foremmer on our
hehal f, having become a ligh priest for ever afier the onder
aof Mekhiradek

Fourth Warning
10: 26-39

Boldly enter
Wilful sin & drawing back

No sacrifice remains

26 For if we sin deliberately afier receiving the
kmowledge of the truth, there no longer remeins a
sacrifice for sms, 2 7hut a fearful prospect of judgment,
and a fury of fire which will consume the adveranes.
28 A man who has violsted the law of Moses dies
withoul mercy at the testimony af twa or three
witnesses. 29 How much worse punishment do you
think will he deserved by the man whaohas spumed the
Saonof (iod, and profaned the blood of the coverant by
which he wa sanctified, and outraged the Spirit of
grace? 30 For we lmow him who sxid, " Vengeanos is
mmine, [ will repay.” And agxin, "The Lord will judge his
peaple” 371 Itis a fearful thing io fall inio the hands of

the living (od. 3.2 Bt recall the formers days when, after

i were enlightened, youendursd & herd drgele with
suffermgs, 33 sometmes bemg publicly exposed io
ahuse and affliction, and sometimes being periners with
those so treaded . 34 For you had compession on the
prsaners, and youjoyfully sccepted the plundering of
your property, since you knew that you yourselves hed &
hetter possemion and anshiding one. 35 Therefone do
mat throw away your confidence, which has a grest
reward 36 For you have need of endurance, so that you
mary do the will of God and recetve what & promsed.

3 7"Far yet a litlle while, and the coming one shall come

amd shall not tarry; 38 bt my righteous one shall live by

faith, and if he shrinks hack, my soul ha no plesure in
him® 3% Bul we are modof those who shrnk hack and
are destroyed, butof those who have fasth and keep ther
sauls.

Fifth Warning
12: 14-29

Follow peace & holiness
Fall short of grace
No place of repentance

12:14 Strive fir peace with all men, and for the
haliness withouwt whichno one will see the Lord

15 See to it that no one fadl io oblam the grace of Gaod;
that no "mot of i temess” spring up and case
trouble, and by itihe many become defiled; 16 that
o one be immornz] or imeligions like Esn, who sokl
his hirthright for s single meal. T7 For you know thet
afierwand, when he desirad toinherit the blessing, he
was nejecied, for he found no chance io repent, though
he sought it with tears. I8 For you have not come io
what may he inuched, a bloring fire, and derkness,
and ghoom, and a empes, ¥ and the sound of &
trumpet, anda voice whose wonds made the heaners
enireat that no further mesages he spoken to them.
20 For they apuld notendure the onder that was given,
"If even a beasd iouches the mountan, it shall be
semedl” 27 Indeed, 5o terrifying was the sight that
Mixies suid, "1 trembile with fear™ 22 But you have
oome 0 Mount Fion and tothe city of the living Gaod,
theh Ty & lerm, and ta i hle angels in
festal gthering, 23 and o the asembly of the first-
hom who are enmolled in heaven, and to a judge whao
i (od af all, 2nd tothe spirits of just men made
perfect, 24 and o Jesus, the medistor of a new
covenant, and in the sprinkled blood that speaks mone
graciously than the blood of Abel. 25 See that you do
naot refige him who & spealing. For if they did not
escape when they refused him who wamed them an
earth, much less shall we escape if we rejedt him wha
wams from heaven. 26 His voice then shok the
earth; butnow he hes promised, "Yet onoe more [ will
shake notonly the sarth butalso the heaven ™ 27 This
phrase, "Yet onoe meane, ™ indicates the removal of
what & shaken, a5 of what has been male, in onder
that what cannat be shaken moy remain. 28 Therefire
et us he grateful for receving a kingdom that cannat
e shalken, and thus let ws affer to (iod scceptahle
wornship, with reverence and awe; 2% for our God 5 2
cmsuming fire.

The Epistle To The Hebrews

RSV
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HOA CHAPTER XII. RSV

WE SEE JESUS CROWNED
WITH GLORY AND HONOUR

Heb 2:5 For it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of
which we are speaking. 6 It has been testified somewhere, "What is man that
thou art mindful of him, or the son of man, that thou carest for him? 7 Thou
didst make him for a little while lower than the angels, thou hast crowned him
with glory and honor, 8 putting everything in subjection under his feet." Now
in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his control.
As it is, we do not yet see everything in subjection to him. 9 But we see Jesus,
who for a little while was made lower than the angels, crowned with glory and
honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might
taste death for every one.
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Audio Chap 12

CHAPTER XIlI.

WE SEE JESUS CROWNED
WITH GLORY AND HONOUR

2.8. But now we see not yet all things subjected to him.

9. But we behold Him who hath been made a little lower
than the angels, even Jesus, because of the suffering of
death crowned with glory and honour.

HAT a glorious contrast! e see not yet all things sub-

jected to him, that is, to man: but —what is far better —
we see Jesus crowned with glory and honour. When
we look round upon this world, with all its sin and misery; it
does indeed not appear as if man was destined to be higher than
the angels, and to have dominion over all the works of God’s
hands. But when we remember that Jesus became Man, that

He might taste death for all men, and that ey '@ Man upon'the’
throne, now lives as our Surety, our Redeemer, and our Head,

. In
that we have the pledge that He will one day bring man to that
glory and honour too. In that we have the assurance that He is
using all that glory and honour even now on our behalf. e see
not yet all things subjected to man, but —we see Jesus crowned
with honour and glory. Blessed contrast!

The right knowledge and use of this antithesis is the secret
of the life of faith. We see not yet all things subjected to
Him — how exactly this expresses the disappointment and
failure which is often the experience of the believer when

&
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HOA PDF Chap 12
Thoughts of NOTE

Did Christ Birth a New Human Nature or Assume a Human
Nature?

What are our _when we come to Mankind’s

Nature in the Hebrew Epistle?

Our personal theology dictates our interpretation and
application!
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The Holiest of All We See Jesus Crowned with Glory and Honour

his first joy and hope begin to pass away. He finds that sin is
stronger than he knew; that the power of the world and the
flesh and self are not yet made subject to him as he had hoped.
At times it is as if he feels that the promises of God, and the
expectations they raised in his heart, are vain. Or else, if he
acknowledge that God is indeed faithful to fulfil them, the
way for one who is as weak as he is, and in his circumstances,
to obtain these promises is too hard. The promises of God,
to put all things in subjection to us and make us more than
conquerors, are indeed most precious, but, alas, ever again
the bitter experience comes — man sees not yet all things
subjected to him.

Blessed the man who knows, then, in living faith to say:
But we see Jesus crowned with glory and honour. Blessed
the man who knows to look away from all that he finds in
himself of imperfection and failure, to look up and behold all
the perfection and glory he finds in Jesus! Yes, blessed the
man who finds his delight and his life in meeting every disap-
pointment and every difficulty with the blessed: But —we see

Jesus crowned with glory and honour. This'isallFl'needl’

The Epistle is about to expound to us the great mystery, why
the Son of God was made a little lower than the angels. It
was that, by the grace of God, He might taste death for every
man, and so open up again the entrance into God’s presence
and favour. The necessity and meaning of His sufferings and
death it will present to us in three different aspects. The first
(v 10), that in suffering and death Christ Himself must needs
be made perfect, so that as our Leader He might open up to us
the path of perfection, and prepare that new nature, that new
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Thoughts of NOTE

What is the person’s state of mind (self perception) and who 1is
Murray describing?
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The Holiest of All We See Jesus Crowned with Glory and Honour

way of living, in which we are to be led to glory. The second
(14, 15), that through death, making propitiation for sin, He
might destroy the devil, with his power of death, and give us
a perfect deliverance from all fear of it. And the third (16-18),
that in what He suffered, He might be made a merciful and
faithful High Priest, able to secure our perfect confidence,
and to give us the succour we need. But before the writer thus
unfolds the meaning of Christ’s humiliation, he first points to
His glory. It is this which constitutes the excellency of the New
Testament, which gives our faith its power of endurance and
victory; we see Jesus now at the right hand of the Majesty of
God. Let us hold this fast as the chief thought of the Epistle,
as the one great lesson the Hebrews, and all feeble backsliding
Christians, need: Jesus, who suffered for us; Jesus who in His
suffering as our Leader, opened a way to God for us; Jesus
who sympathises with us — this Jesus is crowned with honour
and glory. To see Him is to know that we have all we can need.

One exercise of faith: \\e see not yet all things subjected to

man, but we see Jesus crowned with honour and glory.
This gives peace, and victory, and joy unspeakable.

And if you would know how thus ever to have the heart
turned to Jesus, remember, He came to save His people from
their sins. It is the heart that is weary of itself and its sins,
that fully accepts the fact of the utter corruption and the utter
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Thoughts of NOTE

What is AM’s message about man and Jesus in this Chapter?




The Holiest of All We See Jesus Crowned with Glory and Honour

helplessness of all that is of the old nature and of self, that
will find itself attracted with strong desire to this mighty
Redeemer. In such a heart Jesus, the crowned One, will not
only be a distant object, but, by the Holy Spirit, an indwell-
ing presence. The coming of the Holy Spirit is inseparably
connected with, is our only proof of, the glorifying of Jesus
(John 7. 38, 39; 16. 14; 17. 10), is our only real participa-
tion in the blessings that flow from it. Let all our worship
of Him, crowned with glory and honour, be in the faith that
the Pentecostal Spirit glorifies Him in us, so that our whole
inner being is filled with His presence.

1. Jesus, made a little lower than the angels. Jesus, because of the
suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour. Look not only at
the glory, but look well at the place of its birth, at the way in which it
was gained. It is in the way in which you are walking now. Learn to
welcome humiliation and suffering as the seed, the power out of which
the glory is brought forth, as the way in which Jesus in glory is prepar-
ing you for the glory.

2. We see Jesus crowned with glory and honour. Let every
experience of the contrast — we see not yet all things subject to
man — become a call and a motive and a help to turn to Jesus.
Let us take time and gaze and worship until our whole soul is
filled with the faith: this life of humiliation is the bud of the glory
everlasting: Jesus in glory is proof that it is so, the pledge that it
will be so with us. Be this our life: We see Jesus, because of the
suffering of death, crownned with glory and honour.
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Thoughts of NOTE




* Eph 1:15 For this reason, because | have heard of your faith
in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 16 | do not
cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers,
17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,
may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the
knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts
enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he
has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in
the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his
power in us who believe, according to the working of his great
might 20 which he accomplished in Christ when he raised him
from the dead and made him sit at his right hand in the
heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power
and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in
this age but also in that which is to come; 22 and he has put all
things under his feet and has made him the head over all things
for the church, 23 which is his body, the fulness of him who fills
allin all.

* (RSV)
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